One of the major distresses affecting the service life of asphalt pavements is the phenomenon known as Top-Down Cracking (TDC). A literature review was conducted of the current and previous efforts invested in the field. The study addresses the initiation, progression mechanisms, causes, and the applied remedies to the problem of TDC. It is demonstrated that thermal analytical models which have been used in the literature over the past decades failed to explain the main cause of thermal transverse cracking.
